
The Film, Television, and Streaming Industry Responds to COVID-19 

  

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic presents unprecedented challenges for our nation’s public 

health and economy. The film, television, and streaming industry stands ready to assist efforts 

to protect the health, safety, and wellbeing of our employees, our customers, and the public 

during this difficult time. 

  

The Motion Picture Association and its member companies have taken a leading role in 

supporting the industry and its workforce through direct aid as well as through federal, state, 

and local advocacy: 

  

Over a Billion Dollars to Hardship Relief Funds 

Relief funds provide direct aid to studio employees, as well as relief to industry partners and 

unions to ensure a strong workforce is ready to return to work as soon as possible.  

 

● MPA member studios Netflix and NBCUniversal have established hardship funds of 

$150 million each.  

● MPA studio parent companies, including Comcast, Sony Corporation, ViacomCBS, and 

WarnerMedia, have established hundreds of millions of dollars in relief funds.  

● Beyond MPA member companies, other industry groups have developed hardship 

funds, including the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, Actors' Equity 

Association, Directors Guild Foundation, Entertainment Industry Foundation, 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE), International 

Cinematographers Guild, National Association of Theatre Owners/Motion Picture 

Pioneers Foundation, POV, Producers Guild of America, and SAG-AFTRA, as well as 

many celebrities who work in the industry. 

  

Stay-At-Home Resources – Free of Charge 

MPA members are providing resources to teachers and families who are self-distancing at 

home during this time. 

 

● Disney partnered with the Khan Academy to launch Imagineering in a Box – a 32-course 

online curriculum showing kids how the company’s legendary Imagineers create 

immersive entertainment experiences. 

● Netflix has a selection of documentary features and series available on the Netflix US 

YouTube channel to allow students and teachers easier access. Additionally, each title 

has educational resources available, including Q&As with some of the creators behind 

the projects. 

● Paramount and ViacomCBS launched #AloneTogether and #KidsTogether offering news 

and information as well as free kid-focused entertainment and educational resources 

across all their platforms. 

● Sony Pictures launched a YouTube Channel, Sony Pictures Kids Zone, providing 

parents and kids with a one stop central destination for interactive fun, physical 

movement, learning, and hands-on activities. 

https://variety.com/2020/tv/news/netflix-increases-hardship-fund-150-million-crews-coronavirus-1234582721/
https://deadline.com/2020/03/nbc-universal-ceo-jeff-shell-tested-positive-cornavirus-1202893166/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/business/story/2020-04-01/comcast-500-million-workers-top-executives-forgo-salaries-coronavirus-relief
https://www.sony.net/SonyInfo/News/Press/202004/20-027E/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/viacomcbs-launches-100-million-covid-19-relief-fund-1289547
https://variety.com/2020/film/news/warner-media-coronavirus-shut-down-100-million-stankey-memo-1203547651/
https://variety.com/2020/film/news/film-academy-coronavirus-donation-motion-picture-employees-1234570335/
https://deadline.com/2020/03/coronavirus-actors-equity-launches-emergency-fund-to-aid-members-who-lost-jobs-to-shutdown-1202891080/
https://deadline.com/2020/03/coronavirus-actors-equity-launches-emergency-fund-to-aid-members-who-lost-jobs-to-shutdown-1202891080/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/behind-screen/directors-guild-fund-offer-financial-aid-production-shutdown-1288391
https://variety.com/2020/film/news/entertainment-industry-foundation-coronavirus-response-fund-1203541945/
https://www.iatse.net/news/iatse-commits-25-million-entertainment-charities-amid-coronavirus-crisis
https://www.iatse.net/news/iatse-commits-25-million-entertainment-charities-amid-coronavirus-crisis
https://deadline.com/2020/03/cinematographers-guild-offering-100-dues-relief-assistance-to-members-during-coronavirus-shutdown-1202893169/
https://deadline.com/2020/03/cinematographers-guild-offering-100-dues-relief-assistance-to-members-during-coronavirus-shutdown-1202893169/
https://wrpioneers.org/covid19/
https://wrpioneers.org/covid19/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/pov-launcnhes-fund-documentary-filmmakers-coronavirus-pandemic-1287809
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/producers-guild-unveils-coronavirus-relief-fund-members-1286295
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/sag-aftra-give-dues-relief-affected-members-virus-crisis-1287474
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/9337427/stars-giving-back-coronavirus-pandemic
https://disneyparks.disney.go.com/blog/2019/08/walt-disney-imagineering-partners-with-khan-academy-to-bring-you-imagineering-in-a-box/
https://media.netflix.com/en/company-blog/free-educational-documentaries
https://www.gartner.com/en/marketing/insights/daily-insights/viacom-wants-the-public-to-be-alonetogether
https://www.nickpress.com/press-releases/2020/03/18/6681
https://www.youtube.com/SonyPicturesKidsZone


● Comcast NBCUniversal, through Xfinity, has educational programming available for free, 

organized by grade level for teachers and students. 

● WarnerMedia has launched CNCheckIn through Cartoon Network. The program offers 

educational and entertainment programming to children for free.  

● The Motion Picture Association is bringing its "Film School Friday” program online. The 

program will connect students with industry leaders and creators behind some of today’s 

biggest films and television shows. 

  

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Other Direct Aid 

From critical PPE to storage for healthcare facilities, as well as direct donations to local 

communities, MPA members have provided available resources wherever possible.  

 

● MPA member studios donated important PPE and direct aid to first responders and 

healthcare providers, including medical masks, gloves, respirator filters, ponchos, and 

other equipment from their medical-themed productions. 

● Disney, NBCUniversal, Warner Brothers, and other studio properties are donating food 

to local food banks. 

● Sony Pictures is providing warehouse space for manufacturers to store component parts 

for critical medical and first-responder protective equipment and donating 800 Sony 

Headphones for Communities in Schools to distribute to students in the Los Angeles 

Unified School District. 

● The broader creative community beyond MPA members has also been donating critical 

equipment, including IATSE’s Locals and Costume Designers Guild, which has been 

sewing protective masks and organizing and participating in film community drives to 

collect/donate PPEs. 

  

Public Service Messaging 

MPA member studios and others in the industry have lent their voices and resources to 

communicate critical public health messages during the pandemic. NBCUniversal, Disney, 

ViacomCBS, and WarnerMedia are running Public Service Ads in coordination with the Ad 

Council and the U.S. government. Numerous shows, networks, and individuals have contributed 

to PSAs, informational videos, online ads, and social posts on a range of issues related to the 

COVID-19 response, including social distancing, mental health, hygiene, and community spirit. 

 

Continuing to Serve Audiences at Home 

Lastly, as millions of people around the world remain isolated at home during this 

unprecedented situation, the film, television, and streaming industry has played an important 

role in keeping everyone entertained, inspired, and connected. The industry as a whole is 

making more content available online and on-demand, including changing distribution plans due 

to COVID-19 and related theater closures.  

  

 

  

 

https://pressroom.warnermediagroup.com/us/media-release/cartoon-network-launches-initiative-help-kids-stay-safe-creative-and-entertained?language_content_entity=en
http://www.filmschoolfriday.com/
https://www.tvguide.com/news/tv-shows-medical-supplies-coronavirus-donations/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/behind-screen/costume-designers-guild-sewing-masks-health-care-facilities-1285811
https://www.adcouncil.org/News-Events/Press-Releases/Ad-Council-along-with-White-House-CDC-HHS-and-Major-Media-Networks-to-Launch-National-PSAs-in-response-to-Coronavirus-Pandemic
https://deadline.com/2020/04/coronavirus-psa-hollywood-public-service-announcements-video-1202887037/
https://deadline.com/2020/03/nbcu-today-psa-celebrities-coronavirus-1202894156/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/entertainment/entertainment-news/new-york-new-jersey-recruit-celebrities-to-urge-residents-to-stay-home-donate-to-relief-fund/2342995/
https://www.tmz.com/2020/03/24/hollywood-sending-clear-message-coronavirus/

